Volume 10, Issue 


: April-Eve Wiberg aid Amanda Gould spoke 
about the Stolen Sisters Awareness 


Movement at the Edmonton Street News 
Society’s Annual General Meeting, May 5, 


2013. 
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On May 13 this year, the 
Toronte Star carried a commen- 
_. tary By Amnesty International 
_ tampaieters Jacqueline Hansen 
gad Crais Benjamin. It began: 
“Ten years ago, when 
_ Amnnesty International began 
_ ‘fesearching the issue of violence 
against indigenous women in 
anata, we were shocked to 
eam that police in Canada 
could not answer the simple 
and urgent question of how 
-ghany First Nations, Inuit, and 


oh 


Métis women have been mur- 
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-Jater this question remains 
Bee answered. What’s even more 
shocking is the fact that the 
ik of official statistics contin- 
soedegingete an excuse for 
- fihaction.” (Lack of official data 
; on violence against aboriginal 

"women no excuse for inaction, 
‘http: / /tinyurl.com/In9otbb) 

z The authors noted that the 


women i in Canada is believed to 
be at least seven times higher 
than for non-indigenous 
women” and that the Native 

_ Women’s Association of Canada 


} ‘a idee ee) 


* 


had “documented 582 cases of 
missing or murdered indigenous 
women through 2010.” 

April-Eve Wiberg and 
Amanda Gould believe the total 
is much higher, not only 
because three years have 
passed since the NWAC count 
was done, but because RCMP 
use flawed procedures to collect 
information. 

Wiberg is a member of the 
Mikisew Cree First Nation, in 
Fort Chipewyan (Treaty 8). 
Amanda is from the Fort 
McMurray First Nation (Treaty 
8). Both are members of the 
Stolen Sisters Awareness 


Movement (SSAM: On Facebook: 


http: / /tinyurl.com/17yohk6). 
Both live in Edmonton. 

Wiberg and Gould gave a 
presentation about their work 
promoting awareness of mur- 
dered and missing Aboriginal 
women at the May 5, 2013 
Annual General Meeting of the 
Edmonton Street News Society, 
We are pleased to share a con- 
densed and edited extract of 
their presentation: 


Continued on page 9 
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Mission 


Edmonton Street News Society provides a voice, 
employment and social support to those who need 
these, and communicates perspectives dealing 
with poverty and social justice, by education and 
communication activities, including publishing a 
street newspaper 


Values/Beliefs/Guiding Principles 


We believe in being inclusive and encouraging 

We believe that human rights are fundamental to living 
together 

We believe that everyone deserves the opportunity to earn and 
control their money 

We believe in journalistic and apanisssonal professionalism 
and integrity 

We believe the public needs to know about issues around 
poverty and social justice 

We value community and connecting with others 

We value passion and determination 

We believe everyone deserves the opportunity to learn, develop 
and use communication skills 
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According to the just released Homeless 


NEWS Report Card, Alberta is a leader in developing 


an effective response to homelessness with 
the Ten Year Plan, but back in 1993 when 
the Klein/Dinning era began, Alberta led the 
way in creating a climate that caused 
increased numbers of people to become 
homeless. Within the next 15 years the num- 
ber of homeless people on our streets became 
increasingly visible, until by 2007 we had our 
first tent city set up behind the Bissell 
Centre. With the increased visibility of the 
homeless, the problem could no longer be 
ignored. If you start a fire, you have to take 
steps to put it out. 

According the Alberta's three year report: 
Over 6,600 Albertans experiencing homeless- 
ness have been provided housing and sup- 
ports with a 10% reduction in emergency 
shelter use province wide since 2008, 16% 
province wide reduction in homelessness 
since 2008, and over 1,600 people have grad- 
uated from Housing First programs average 
80 percent housing retention rate. 

Calgary was the first city to implement a 
Ten Year Plan to End Homelessness, Calgary 
has also developed an integrated service 
delivery model (system of care), increased the 
supply of affordable housing, implemented 
Housing First as both a system philosophy 


Letters to 


Would you as a citizen support a 
fare free transit system or a brand 


new arena? 

In my own private observation I believe it 
is safe to say that the people and acquain- — 
tances that I surveyed almost all agree that 
fare free public transit would make good 
economic sense. Many of the costs incurred 
by the present system can be prevented 
because we know from the dental hygienists 
prevention is the most powerful form of 
treatment and makes the most sense. Fare 
free public transit is a viable consideration 
for all city residents and most agree that it 
may even be a no-brainer as far as the cost 
in dollars and cents if we take into consider- 
ation the cost to health from pollution from 
the multitude of cars as well as the costs for 
road repair. Other savings that have been 
mentioned include the fact that maybe as 
many as 20% of accidents might be prevent- 
ed. 

To sum this up, one question that I 
would like a response to is this- Would you 
as a citizen support a fare free transit sys- 
tem or a brand new arena? If you would like 
to respond, please call Donald at 780-633- 
7723 or email donfriske@gmail.com 

Peace on earth. 

Donald 


eport Gard 


and program priority, adopted the first 
municipal plan to end youth homelessness 
and been a leader in developing a homeless- 
ness research agenda. The result has been 
that Calgary reports an 11.4% reduction in 
homelessness from 2008 to winter of 2012 
(Calgary Homeless Foundation, 2012). 
Outlined in the 10 Year Plan, the Calgary 
Homeless Foundation, emphasizes long-term 
solutions and improved system responses in 
order to end homelessness by 2018. They 
taso claim that data collection has 

improved, shelter use has stabilized, housing 
first programs have shown success and 
affordable housing stock has increased 
(Calgary Homeless Foundation, 2011). 

In Edmonton, Homeward Trust, like the 
Calgary Homeless Foundation, adopted the 
Ten Year Plan to End Homelessness, and the 
Housing First approach. According to the 
report, Edmonton has shown the strongest 
results for a large city in Canada, with a 30% 
reduction in overall homelessness since 2008 
(Sorensen, 2013). 


Homelessness across Canada 
The number of Canadians who experi- 
ence homelessness on any given night in 
Canada is estimated to be approximately 
30,000 individuals. This is the said to be the 
best estiomate of homelessness developed to 
date, and includes people who are: 
I. Unsheltered (outside in cars, parks, on 
the street) — 2,880 
II. Staying in Emergency shelters — 
14,400 
III. Staying in violence against women 
shelters — 7,350 
IV. Provisionally sheltered- in hospitals, 
incarcerated, in treatment etc. - 
4,464 


As many as 50,000 Canadians may 
‘be ‘hidden homeless’ on any given night 
Often referred to as couch surfing, this 
includes people who are temporarily staying 
with friends, relatives or others because they 
have nowhere else to live and no immediate 
prospect of permanent housing. 

Chronic homelessness is a significant 
group in that they account for less than 15% 
of the homeless population yet consume 
more than half of the resources. Others are 
transitionally homeless, or periodically home- 
‘less. 


By Linda Dumont 


the editor 


Telling the stories in their own 
way. 


I have been buying your paper from John 
in Morinville. I have found it to be very inter- 
esting, informative and well done. That is, 
until the last one. There is an article by Andie 
W.L. called Reminiscing — Ralph Klein. It was 
a drunk-a-log with information that would be 
better left out. Had the writer had a 
humourous story without the blood, vomit, 
soiled pants etc. it might have been better. 
But just drink, drink and drink some more is 
not of any interest to the people you want to 
be supporting the paper. I thought it may be 
truth, but very sad. I really hope the writer 
does a better job with the second part. 

That said, I feel you are doing a good 
job and up until now was happy to be able 
to contribute to your endeavours. 


Yours truly, : 
Marylyn S Jean c 
Legal, Alberta “eg Ag 


Our writers are telling the stories in their 
own way. We feel it is important to have the 
stories told, even if we do not agree with their 
viewpoint, that is their eget se) 

Linda Dumont a 


oe 
Ys 


Quotes for ASN’s 10 Year Anniversary 





Volume 3, Issue 3, 2006 

“Renovated inner city housing project cre- 
ates much needed affordable units for 
the disadvantaged as risk homeless’- 
Edmonton Housing Trust Fund 


“Walking into Boyle Street Co-op 
drop-in on a cold February morning is 
like walking into a bus station for peo- 
ple who are going nowhere. There are 
people with backpacks, bags, sleeping 
bags and all kinds of luggage” 
—Edmonton Street News 


Volume 3, Issue 9, 2006 

“More than 2000 Indigenous peo- 
ples from around the globe gathered at 
the Shaw Conference Centre for the 
Fifth Health of Our Spirit Worldwide 
conference August 6th to 11th to 
address their shared problems”-Linda 
Dumont. : 


“The Coffeehouse Council, 
Strathcona is primarily made of people 
who have no home. They meet monthly 
and toss around innovative ideas on 
how to contribute to their community 
and enhance personal growth’-Gail 
Kelly. 


Volume 3, Issue 6, 2006 

“In Strathcona, the poor, the pas- 
tors, and supporters commune. 
Together we grow stronger in both 
number and diversity. Our extended 
reach goes beyond what any single one 
of.-us can accomplish alone”-Gail Kelly 


“The First annual Edmonton Street 
News poetry contest celebrated poets at 
an awards night May 12 at the Red 
Strap Art Market where first place poets 
in each of 11 categories read their 
poems and were presented with cash prizes of 
$50 from sponsors”- Shaun Giroux 


Volume 4, Issue 1, 2007 

“Community steps up to the plate to help 
the homeless- It is an ambitious, compre- 
hensive and collaborative winter emergency 
shelter plan that will address the needs of 
the community... twenty-one city agencies 
will have a hand in crafting this plan” 
—Susan McGee 


“In the last 8 years, over SOO homeless 
men, women and children have been 
attacked. 183 have died” -National Coalition 
for the Homeless. 





Volume 4, Issue 2, 2007 

“He vividly recalls his brush with death 
when he accidentally fell asleep in a BFI 
dumpster behind the Goodwill Store two win- 
ters ago”-Linda Dumont 


“A living wage is an income that permits 
a person to support self and family at a mod- 
est but safe and health standard of living”- 
Jim Gurnett 


Volume 4, Issue 3, 2007 

“It’s hard for me,” said Moosewah. 1 
don’t have enough money for a damage 
deposit.’ He added that the people who have 
been most willing to help are those who are 
themselves living in poverty” —Linda Dumont. 


“Have you ever known a restaurant to be 
sold out of food, refusing to serve the patrons 
because others have bought up all the food? 
This just doesn’t happen. Restaurants throw 
out buckets of unsold food after each meal 
change, and when they close. It’s your job to 
get some of what they would usually throw 
out before its thrown away”-Rav Avrutis, 
Washington D.C 


Volume 4, Issue 4, 2007 

“I was living on the streets for 34 years. I 
thought other people would do things to get 
me off. Then I realized I have to do it and I 
did. 1am a man of few words’-Henry Martial 


But we also consume 
ideas, points of view and 
opinions reflecting racism, 
intolerance , greed, self- 
righteousness... et cetera. 


Imean, 
What’s wrong 
With 
digesting and 
defecating ? 


YVONNE KARLSSON 713 





“The reality that Madame Clarkson point- 
ed out...is that all Canadians-not just First 
Nations people-are treaty people...As citizens 
of the self-governing nation of Canada, we 
are parties to those treaties, as our parents 
and grandparents and great grandparents 
were” —Allan Sheppard. 


Volume 4, Issue 5, 2007 

“Homelessness in Edmonton has 
increased by 37 per cent in the last seven 
years”-Edmonton Social Planning Council, 
2007 Report. 


“A small group of homeless 


Edmontonians camped out near city hall 
during the first week of May. They were there 
to protest the closing of winter homeless 
shelters at the end of April. They left after 
street pastor Pedro Schultz and Mayor 
Mandel’s representative Brad Stromberg bro- 
kered a deal to reopen 200 beds at Hope 
Mission until the end of May” - Allan 
Sheppard. 


Volume 4, Issue 7, 2007 

“Forget building new properties-fix up the 
old ones first, such as schools that aren’t 
being used anymore, but which contain per- 
fectly good washroom and kitchen facilities” 
—Lindsay Claremont 


“Edmonton Street News spoke with peo- 
ple camping in tents and sleeping outside, 
and was told by couples and families that 
they want to be able to stay together, which 
is not possible within the existing shelter 
system, and they want to keep their families. 
One family with two children has been camp- 
ing by the river for more than a month, get- 
ting up early in the morning to make sure 
their children are in school. If they were to go 
in shelters, the parents would be separated 
and the children would be placed in foster 
care” —Linda Dumont 


Volume 4, Issue 8, 2007 

“I finally have found a place to live, after 
looking night and day at 100 to 200 
places!” Norma Harms 


“He sold news papers in front of 
the MacDonald Hotel for the nearly 
two years that his family lived in Tent 
City”-Gail Kelly 


Volume 4, Issue 10, 2007 

“There were too many to read actu- 
ally---about this one isolated inci- 
dent... This first incident happened in 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada; then there 
was an article about a ‘panhandler’ in 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada who 
saved an old woman from 
muggers...Very interestingly, to me 
anyway, is that I had a hard time find- 
ing many articles about the latter 
‘panhandler’ and his heroic act, why?”- 
Rodney Graham 


“There is still one Canadian uni- 
versity that is not afraid (in fact, it 
seems proud) to recruit students by 
appealing to their social consciences- 
and their specific concerns about 
homelessness, climate change, etc.”- 
[Lakehead University] 


Volume 4, Issue 11, 2007 

“Conventional methods in address- 
ing poverty have trapped people into a 
cycle of poverty. This is actually cost- 
ing taxpayers more per homeless per- 
son than the cost of adopting a socially 
just strategy. The costs of hospitaliza- 
tion, incarceration, detox treatments, 
on top of taking up spaces in shelters, 
could be avoided if many homeless 
were property and adequately housed” 
-Greg Farrants 


“I was in conventional therapy for about 
ten years. Didn’t make a whole bunch of dif- 
ference. What did make a difference was 
when I found myself on the streets of the 
inner city. Lots of people in the inner city , 
especially among the homeless have painful 
pasts where they were grossly abused. I 
found what made a difference was knowing 
other people who had been where I had been: 
telling my story, being believed, listening to 
theirs, given them my belief. I spent seven 
years on the street coming to terms with my 
own pain”-Theresa McBryan. 


see ee 
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Homeless man helped to find housing 


I first met Jim months before I began 
working at Boyle Street Community Services. 
One day I was stopped at a red light downtown 
when a forlorn man with unkempt hair and a 
tattered cardboard sign came up to my win- 
dow asking for spare change. I told him that I 
had no change but that I had some cookies, 
and he kindly accepted the box of mint choco- 
late Girl Guides before the light turned green 
and we parted ways. 

The next time I saw Jim was not long after 
I began working as a street outreach worker 
with Boyle Street Community Services. One 
bitterly cold morning in February a team mate 
and I decided to check beside an abandoned 
building no more than two blocks away from 
that first encounter Jim and I had at the 
lights. We made. our way down the derelict 
stairs and scrambled down an icy slope to find 
a pile of blankets with a tattered blue tarpau- 
lin loosely tossed over top. 

“Good morning, Boyle Street boys here. 
How’s everyone doing this morning,” I called 
out. 

“Not so good, I can hardly walk,” grumbled 
Jim, as he tossed the tarpaulin aside and 
made eye contact, bearded face scrunched in 
visible discomfort. I suggested to Jim that he 
see a doctor immediately and he agreed. We 


booked him an appointment for that same 
morning. In the doctor’s office Jim candidly 
spoke of his extremely limited mobility, chron- 
ic pain and other physical maladies. However, 
it was not until later that day that the Street 
Outreach team would learn of Jim’s serious 
mental illnesses and the extent of his home- 
lessness. 

I was walking my dog during lunchtime 
when I came across Jim, cardboard sign in 
hand, panhandling at his usual locale. As 
soon as Jim saw the dog he abandoned his 
post and gave the dog a great big hug followed 
by a hearty barrage of pets and scratches. 
This seemed to simultaneously calm Jim 
down as well as lower his guard, and he began 
talking about his suicidal tendencies, his 
schizophrenic alter ego, and his severe 
depression. This experience strengthened the 
relationship between Jim and I and height- 
ened the urgency of finding the necessary 
supports for him. 

Over the next few months our team 
worked together and often juggled busy and 
conflicting schedules to take Jim to a plethora 
of physicians and specialists. We also brought 
him food or took him out for breakfast often 
and as we built rapport with Jim he learned 
that he could openly talk about almost any- 


The Little Gosling 


It was warm and snug within the eggshell 
and quite dark except for the times when 
mother goose would lift herself and gently 
turn the eggs. Then light would filter in with 
a soft translucent glow that hinted of a new 
and different. world. Mother Goose had been 
faithful , sitting quietly under the bare 
branches of the honeysuckle bush, unmoved 
by two late spring snowstorms and lashing 
wind and rain. The two ganders who stood 
guard by the nest had deserted her for the 
relative safety of the pond, but mother goose 
bravely protected her eggs 
for 31 days. 

Tap, tap : tap! 
Something was happening 
within the other eggs, but 
the little gosling wasn't 
quite ready. His egg tooth 
was nice and sharp but he 
was not quite in the right © 
position to begin pecking 
his way out of the egg. 
There was a lot going on in } 
the nest, tapping and move- 
ment and muffled sounds which made the lit- 
tle gosling eager to break free. It took a long 
time and the work was exhausting, but final- 
ly he cracked out of the egg and lay there 
feeling the soft down of his mothers feathers. 
For the first time, the little gosling breathed in 
the warm air scented with honeysuckle and 
felt the warmth of the sun drying his wet grey 
down. He could see his brothers and sisters 
hopping about and peeping to each other as 
they explored their new and beautiful world. 
The little gosling lay there too weak to stand 
and hop about like the others as mother goose 
watched and worried. The air was beginning 
to feel colder as the sun began to set turning 
the sky to a glorious pink. Mother goose 
nudged the little gosling with her bill one last 
time but he was too weak to get up and follow 
her. The other goslings were hopping about 
and it was time to take them to a place of safe- 
ty for the night. Mother knew all too well the 
marauding raccoons and bears that came out 
at night would be a real danger to her 
goslings. With a breaking heart, she lay her 
head against her baby to say good-bye, then 
turned and walked away with the other six 
goslings following behind. 

The little gosling watched them go winding 
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there way down the path to the duck pond. 
He lay there in the abandoned nest beside the 
two dud eggs that had not developed and felt 


the last of his strength drain away. He remen 


bered the beauty and warmth of the sunlight, 


the lush green of the grass, and the scent of 


flowers on the breeze. It was enough. He had 
tasted life, now he bowed to the will of the 
Creator 
Suddenly, the little gosling heard a voice, 

a human voice. He had heard the voice 
before though muffled and muted within the 
egg. He was too weak to 
move but he let out a tiny 
_ peep. Gentle hands lifted 
his stiff cold body and car- 

ried him into the house. 
"You'll be warm and 
# safe here," Granny said as 
she lay him on a soft 
» fleece blanket. She placed 
a bright warm lamp over 
him and the heat felt good 
to his chilled body. By 
morning the little gosling 
could lift his head and his dry down was soft 
and fluffy. Granny fed him duck pellets that 
she ground up in the blender and a tiny bit 
of water. It was two days before the little 
gosling could stand by himself and even then 
he was very wobbly. On the third day, 
Granny took him outside to get his first taste 
of green grass. Across the yard the little 
gosling could see Mother goose walking with 
her gaggle of goslings following behind but 
she did not remember him. She stuck out 
her long neck and hissed at the little gosling 
the same way she did at the cat who hap- 
pened by. The little gosling followed Granny 
everywhere; she was the one who had saved 
his life and kept him’ warm and safe. He was 
afraid of all the geese but there was a little 
red dog that he would follow everywhere. 
One day , Granny walked the little gosling 
down to the duck pond where all the wild 
ducks congregated. He stared at the water 
sparkling in the June sunlight and suddenly 
he knew just what to do. Diving and splash- 
ing in the water, he realized that he was just 
what he was supposed to be, a half-grown 
grey goose that Granny named Ryan. 


by Sharon Austin 


thing with any member of the Street Outreach 
team, free from judgment. We also got Jim 
into the Pathways to Housing program which 
has numerous intensive supports such as bi- 
weekly follow ups and an in house physician 
and occupational therapist to meet his needs. 
We also got him onto medical income support, 
placed him in a shelter until he could move 
into a place of his own and ultimately provid- 
ed Jim with an unconditional pillar of support 
that provided him with the assistance neces- 
sary to end a decade long stretch of homeless- 
ness and suffering. 

This did not happen overnight, and there 
were many setbacks and roadblocks along the 
way. Jim did not have a telephone, so making 
and confirming appointments was sometimes 
difficult. Even if an appointment was made, 
there were days where we could not locate 
Jim. Other days Jim would complain about 
how he felt frustrated and overwhelmed by all 
of the appointments and scheduling, however 
there was always a member of the team that 
was there to pick him up when he was feeling 
down. With the resilience and perseverance of 
both Jim and all of the Street Outreach team, 
Jim got the help that he needed and is happi- 
ly housed and plans to adopt a dog! 

By Brad 






Tribute to Nelson 
Mandela 


It bodes well to honour the man they (the 
Apartheid Government) needed to preserve in 
a prison on an island in the Atlantic Ocean. 
He was imprisoned to avert an all-out civil 
war in South Africa. 

For many years he was the model pris- 
oner who could only dream of freedom in a 
democratic state. He dared to envisage a 
peaceful solution to the complexities in South 
African society. He had hoped to lead them to 
a satisfactory transition to nationhood. 

Little did he imagine that the Aids epi- 
demic would become the “First Equalizer” 
that would cement the bonds of reconcilia-_ 
tion that would require a multi-racial and 
cooperative engagement to combat the 
scourge of the disease. 

With the onset of Mandela’s concept of a 
“Rainbow Nation” there is presently sufficient 
turbulence on the horizon to create volatility 
and discontent in some sectors of the popu- 
lation. There needs to be redress and fairness 
so as not to ignite sporadic civil unrest. . 

From a global perspective, the stakes are 
high when one considers that South Africa is 
the geographic gateway to the greater African 
continent. She holds the key to whatever 
transpires that may yet affect us all. In the 
final analysis I believe that Mr. Mandela’s 
legacy of an inclusive society will endure as 
many young progressive minded individuals 
pursue goals that inspire pride in creative 
achievements that benefit everyone in the 
economic equation. 

By Daphne Raubenheimer 





Alberta Street News vendor boxes in Morinville are out of order for now 


Alberta Street News Media Relations Co-ordinator John Zapantis 
points at the out of order sign on the Alberta Street News vendor 
box outside Friends and Neighbours Restaurant. Both this box and 
the one at A and W Restaurant in Morinville are not in service. 


Would you believe it. Just 
when everything was perfectly 
organized from my writing a let- 
ter influencing the Edmonton 
Journal Operation's Manager 
Gerry Raypold to donate two 
Edmonton Journal vendor boxes, 
then taking the boxes over to 
NAIT's painting and decorating 
program to have the boxes deco- 
rated and prepared for delivery 
to Morinville on May 30 where 
they were installation at both 
A&W and Friends and 
Neighbours Restaurant, I 
encountered a rude awakening. 
While celebrating the arrival of 
our new Alberta Street News ven- 
dor boxes in the Town of 
Morinville on May 31, one day 
before the official opening of our 
public service date for Saturday 
June 1st my girlfriend Theresa 
Walsh Cooke and I had decided 
to test both of the newly renovat- 
ed Alberta Street News vendor * 
boxes. I suggested to my sweet- 
heart that we should try putting 


Red Tape 


I am with children every day. 
My own and others. 
They are enjoyable. 
To all my heart goes out 
To some more than to others. 
I want to shield some from their 
worlds, 
So full of anger, pain and uncon- 
cern. 
I want for all children. 
I need for all children. 
I demand for all children. 
I fight for all children. 
They have the right to learn. 
For some it takes more time. 
That doesn't mean they don't 
deserve 
The best that we can offer. 
It doesn't matter where they live. 
Or if their school is big or small. 
Oh bureaucrats why can't you 
give 
Good education to them all? 

By Isabel Boyd 





Photo by Clara Gladue 


one toonie into each of the boxes, 
to see if the boxes would open at 
the price that it costs to normally 
buy a copy of Alberta Street 
News. To our shocked surprise, 


after placing a toonie in each box 
the doors of the boxes refused to 
open. One box kept our toonie 
and the other box returned our 
toonie, but the entrances of 
both boxes would not open. We 
declared the boxes out of order, 
and I posted signs informing my 
customers that we'd keep them 
posted on fixing the problem on 
some future date. 

A few days later, I 
phoned the Edmonton Journal's 
operation's manager explaining 
that my ‘girlfriend and I drove out 
to Morinville to test both boxes 
by putting a toonie into each of 
the boxes, only to find out that 
the front of the boxes did not 

open. 

We needed to serve the 
clients, opening up the boxes to 
load them up with the new June 
Alberta Street News issues and 
for them to be able to get papers 
out. 

He reminded me that he 
told me back in February that I'd 
be on my own and I needed to 
buy a route wand to open those 
two vendor boxes for reloading 
and unloading new and old 
issues of the Alberta Street News. 

Bellatrix Systems Inc. is 
an American newspaper vending 


box supply company that deals 
with various newspapers 
_throughout North America 
including the Edmonton Journal, 
so I ordered a Wizard route wand 
from Bellatrix that retails for 
$317.00 including customs, 
visa charge and freight and han- 
dling charges. The wand will take 
at least 10 days to arrive before | 
can serve my customers at the 
following locations - A&W at 
10604-100 Avenue and at 
Friends and Neighbours 
Restaurant at 10504-100 Avenue 
in Morinville. 

By the time the July issue 
is out the boxes might be in 
operation. I'd advise my cus- 
tomers in the meantime to con- 
tinue coming to Westmor 
Landing where I currently sell 
the Alberta Street News, until 
this major problem is rectified. 
I'll keep you all informed in a 
future story as to when the 
boxes will be in working order. 
Again, sorry for the inconven- 
ience that this problem has 
caused any of my clients. Please 
be patient. Thanks again to all 
my clients for their moral sup- 
port. 

By John Zapantis 


Edmonton Community Groups that serve meals 


Bissell Centre 

10527-96 Street 780-423-2285 
Inner City Pastoral Ministry 
10S27 - 96 Street 

Lunch (sandwiches, fruit, veggies 
and desserts) Sunday noon to 1 
p.m. after the church service. 
Monday to Thursday 

10:30 am. — sandwiches 
Tuesday and Friday 

noon — hot lunch for women 
Friday 9:45 a.m. — sandwiches 


Christ Church 12116-4102 Avenue 
720-482-1118 

3rd Saturday of the month 5:30 meal 
39-95 Street 

Daily -5:00 p.m. snacks$:00 p.m. meal 


Lighthouse Ministries 

2010-119 Avenue 720-423-1277 or 

780- 474-8086 

Wednesday and Sunday 1:00 and 7:00 p.m. meal 


Hope Mission 780-422-2018 
Daily 7:00 to 7:45 a.m. -breakfast 
Noon ~ lunch 5:00 to 6:30 p.m. - supper 


All Saints’ Anglican Cathedral 
10035 — 103 Street 780-428-6323 
Thursday 12:45 p.m., Lunch 
Friday 7:30 — 9:30 am., 
Breakfast (November to March) 


Marian Centre 
10523-96 Street 


Drop-in Centre 1, 4th Avenue SE 
All clients of The DI may access meal services. 
Meals and snacks are provided at no charge to 
anyone in need. Food service is offered on the 
2nd Floor daily, 365 days a year. 
Clients who are unable to attend regular meal 
service due to work or school commitments, or 
other verifiable appointments can receive a 
bagged lunch. 
Bagged lunches can be arranged by request to 
any staff person, or through the Day Office located 
on the 2nd Floor. 
Meal Schedules 

Breakfast -7:00 a.m. 

Snack - 9:30 a.m. 

Lunch - 12:00 p.m. 

Snack-3:30 p.m. 

Dinner- 6:00 p.m 


Center of Hope 420_9th Avenue SE 
Free for clients 

Open to public for small charge 
Breakfast: $2.50 

Lunch: $3.00 

Dinner: $4.50 


Emergency Meals (24 & Under) 
EXIT Community Outreach 
117-7th Avenue SW, Calgary 
403-262-9953 

Sunday 1 :00 pm -5:00p.m. 


780-424-3544 

Daily except Wednesday 

12:00 to 12:45 p.m. meal 

Closed trom the 27th of each 

month to re-open the ist of next month 


The Mustard Seed 
10636-96 Street 780- 426-5600 


Monday to Friday 7:00 to 8:00 supper 
Zero tolerance of alcohol 


Operation Friendship 

9526-106 Avenue 790-429-2626 

Monday to Friday 9:00 a.m. breakfast 

Monday to Sunday 12:00 noon lunch 5:00 p.m. sup- 
per for seniors 55 and over only 


Red Road Healing Society 

4225-418 Avenue 471-3220 

Tuesday and Thuraday$:00 p.m. meal 
Friday — 12:00 to 1:00 soup and bannock 


Robertson Wesky United Church 
410209 — 123 Street 780-482-1537 
Second Saturday of each month 5:00 p.m meal 


Sai Sadam 
9619-101 Avenue upstairs 
Wednesday — 6:00 p.m. meal 


Salvation Army 

9620-101A Avenue 780-442-9222 

7:00 to 9:00 p.m. -— lunch 

Monday and Friday 83 Avenue -104 Street (parking 
loth 


Meals & Food Resources in Calgary 


Emergency Meals - Youth EXIT Youth Shelter 
11216 Ave NE, Calgary 
7 days/week - 4:00 pm - 9:00 p.m. 


Community Supports 

Streetlight - Youth for Christ 
Parks at 10th ave & 1 st Street SE 
Monday & Thursday 


Emergency Meals 

Alex Community Health Centre 
Unit 101,1318 Centre Street NE 
403-266-2622 

Thursdays Only -10:30 a.m. 
Food Bank 

Calgary Inter-Faith Food Bank 
403-253-2055 


Food Hamper 
NeighbourLink Calgary 
403-209-1930 


Food Bank 
Calgary Inter-Faith Food Bank 
403-253-2059 


Food Bank 
Calgary Poppy Fund and Veterans 
Food Bank 
Monday - Friday 10:00 am - 3:00 pm 


St. Peter's Lutheran Church 

9606 — 110 Avenue 720-426-1122 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 
7:00 to 9:00 a.m. breakfast 


St. Faith's Anglican 

41725-93 Street — parish hall 780-477-5931 
Thursday — 12;30 p.m. soup 

Saturday - 8:30 to 10:00 a.m. breakfast 
3rd Friday of the month —7:00 supper 


Victory Café and Soup Bar 
13411- Fort Road 
Monday — 5:30 to 6:45 meal 


Edmonton Orthodox Reformed Church 
11619 — 95A St. 

Info: Pete Wright— 479-1860 wwew.orcurc.org 
Thursdays 6:15 Soup & Study 


B's Diner 
100 Street and Whyte Avenue 
Wednesdays 1 to 3 p.m.meals 


Jasper Place Health and 
Wellness Centre 

15216-Stoney Plain Roadmeals 
Tuesdays 6 to 7 p.m. 


Phiease call Alberta Street News if you want your 
group added to this list or if there have been 
changes that should be made to this list. 
Call Linda at 780 428-08065 
or email dumontic@hotmail.com 


Food Bank 

Muslim Families Network Society: Halal Food 
403-466-6367 
www.MuslimFamiliesNetwork.com 


Food Hamper 

St. Edmund's Anglican Church 
8336-34th Ave NW 

Monday & Thursday 

09:00 am - 12:00 Noon 


Community Meals 
inn from the Cold 
403-263-8384 


Emergency Food 
CUPS (Calgary Urban Project Society) 
128-7th Avenue SE 


Food Hamper & Meals 

Feed the Hungry, St. Mary's Cathedral 
Sunday Dinner 

3:30 pm - 5:00 p.m. 


Meals on the street outside City Hall 
Calgary Street Church 

Monday - 6:00pm, 

Wednesday 11:00a.m. 

Friday - 6:00pm Sunday, 1:00 p.m. 
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7REMTGOLF & COUNTRY CLUBk* 


40 MIN. WEST ON HIGHWAY 16 


PRO SHOP 892-4653 | 
IRONHEAD SPECIAL $90.00) 


2 PLAYERS, 18 HOLES & POWER CART 
MONDAY TO’ FRIDAY (EXCLUDING STAT. HOLIDAY) 
GREEN FEES, MEMBERSHIPS AND TOURNAMENTS 
55 PLUS SENIOR SPECIAL 
2 GOLFERS AND A CART $70.00 
MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
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At The Queen's Hotel Bar 


I think-I could've have won 
1st place in Calgary's first time 
1/2 mile track race for the 
Aboriginal Women's Category if 
they had one! As the fear with 
my whole body in a perspiring 
sweat and the adrenalin had 
subsided, I suddenly began to 
feel my heart pulse and the blood 
pumping in my neck and chest! 
My heart rate slowed down to a 
calm pulse, after realizing I was 
at a safer side of the street. I 
began to hold the back of my 
neck with my hand cupping the 
thick back part of my long per- 
spiration damp hair. I eventually 
lowered myself to the ground on 
one knee with my other hand 
wrapped around my other arm to 
comfort and self talk to escape 
from the eerie bad spirits living 
in and around the back yard 
where'l had slept ‘under the pic- 
nic bench. I felt like I was cor- 
nered. It was one of the worst 
times because my life could have 
ended if some predator had 
known I was sleeping there over 
night. With nowhere to go, 
and no one to turn to and no 
way out from the detoxicated 
nightmare, it was like sleeping at 
the end of a dark circular tunnel 
of a water bridge vial! I began to 
breathe at a slower rate. | 
began walking to back track 
where this picnic bench was. I 

realized my face felt like I had 
dried mud around my forehead 
and the lower part of my face. I 
saw a garden hose near by. I 
looked around outside of the 
house to see where the hose was. 
hooked up to the water tap. I 
turned on the hose and as the 
adrenalin began to race through 
me again. I quickly washed my 
hair, face and my clothing. I was 
almost frozen in time. I was 
completely wet. The water was 
ice cold. I didn't feel too much 
as my whole body was numbed 
and the alcohol suffering had 
control over any other kind of 
element that I was going feel at 
all especially waking up to a cold 
a a breeze hitting my face. 

began walking in the last 

ts of the drinking stupor, I 
ed off in no time from the 
eastern sun rays tee my 









reporter 


fully opened from having being 
disillusioned and half open. I 
remembered I was to meet Ralph 
that morning at 10:00 a.m. I 
eventually got to the main door 
of the bar entry, just after 

10:00 a.m. Before I arrived, as I 


- was standing on the corner of 


Macleod Tr. and 9th Avenue SE. 
waiting for the light to change, I 
quickly groomed my hair again 
the best I could with my hands. 
As I shook the dried mud; wet 
dew and _ gravel from my T-Shirt 
and jeans, it, felt like a gust of 
wind lifted small dust balls 
that had blown up and hit 
against me. That's how muddy I 
was from the sleep outside. 
As I entered the Queen's Hotel 
Bar, the bar staff and bar ten- 
ders were just taking the padlock 
off the door. The staff gave me a 
stare down and a puzzled look 
on their faces like they weren’t 
going to let me in the bar. The 
staff continued to look at me in 
disgust. Then I suddenly felt the 
spirit from my heart and felt the 
glow in my eyes and saw the big 
smile on my face reflected in the 
shadow and sunlight on the glass 
deor. As one of the bouncers was 
holding the door with his hand, 
I could almost see that the bar 
staff were still stunned at what 
they were seeing in the moment. 
It was a very poignant 
moment. They appeared to be 
overwhelmed with what they saw 
- this beautiful, vulnerable 
young Aboriginal woman: stand- 
ing there sober and in need of 
finding the person she was look- 
ing for. I asked if they had seen 
Ralph arrive yet, because I was 
to meet him there. The bar staff 
pointed to where Ralph was sit- 
ting, “He's right over there.” 
There was Ralph sitting at 
the bar, with his head resting on 
his folded arms in front of 
him. He appeared to be fighting 
the demons inside of his 


hhead. The bar staff no longer were 


overly concerned about letting 
me into the bar. I ran on over to 
his side and yelled out to Ralph, 
“It's Andie!” We hugged each 
other. I said, “I was so worried as 
to what happened to you, when 
the bar closed. I had the worst 
drinking binge ever last night. I 
drank excessively and over my 
limit.” 

As he had looked over his 
shoulder at me from the bar 
stool, I saw he had one draft 
beer in front of him. I asked, 
"Ralph where did you stay last 
night?"He said he slept on the 
floor of one of the hotels resi- 
dents rooms. I saw that he was 
still wearing the same clothes 
from the night before. I was also 
wearing the same clothes. I told 
him where I had ended up at 
this booze can in the east end 
and found myself under a picnic 
table and bench! I said I was 
protected by being hidden in the 
long grass that had come up to 
my knees. I was also hidden from 
the sexual predators, who 
were plenty and forever preying 
onthe young Aboriginal women 
24/7, particularly in that area of 


the east end. Ralph was shocked — 


and held onto me as he compas- 


- sionately said, "How could any-— 
_. one have had to leave ie alee: 
in one of many violent — a 


episodes that could’ve hap- 
pened to you?” He said, "Why did- 
n't I take you with me?" I said, 
"Ralph, because there was no 

one else around to make sure we 
were safe, after the bar 

closed. "Ralph was still sipping on 
his glass of beer, for part of the 
morning. I was also suffering 
from my own demons dancing in 
my head. There were other bar 
patrons in similar circum- 
stances. Some were stunned and 
just looking out into their own 
world, not even having any con- 
cern for others around them.The 
juke box was playing in the 
background. There were classic 
country songs, by Gene Watson: 
Love In The Hot Afternoon, The 
Beer At Dorsey's Bar,Circle Drive 
Way and Farewell Party. There 
was also a song by Merle Haggard: 
That's The Way Love Goes. 

Ralph and I played the songs 
again to get onto the dance floor. 
As I was two-stepping with 

Ralph, I could somehow sense 


Reminiscing on the late former news 
Ralph Klein 


his emotional pain. I saw the 
tears swell up in his eyes. I 
could almost feel the suffering 
of his emotional pain coming 
through the expressions on his 
face. I had a similar experi- 
ence in the way I was dealing 
with my own demons at that 
time. It bought tears to my eyes 
at seeing Ralph in one of the 
saddest times in his life. Even 


“typing this part.of the story 


today, it is a very powerful 
moment, like I was back on that 
dance floor and reliving the many 
dances we had:. Isaw the many 
sides of Ralph that I had never 
seen before while dancing. That 
was a good time we had together 
on the dance floor! 


Part #3 To be Continued in 
the August 2013 ASN 


Andie WL 


Vendor left stranded by the flood 


I was going to an event but 
never made it because of the 
flood. 

I was outside for most of the 
night! I left home here on Fri, 
June 20, 13 at 4:30p.m. I was 
told I could get to the place by 
the transit driver, There were 
some buses’ running. I was on 
my way to Bowness. The place I 
was going to was a community 
event during the flood. I wasn't 
able to get there and the people 
I was to meet couldn't come by 
to pick me up afterward. I cried 
for some time as | eventually 
made it to 10 St and Kensington 
Rd. There was a total blackout 
while I was walking home from 


the Kensington Area in the late 
morning of Sat, June 21. There 
wasn't anything that the people 
I was supposed to see could do. 


‘There were blockades every- 


where, in the core, but if you 
were walking you could get 
across some bridges, so eventu- 
ally I was able to get a ride with 
the dope team from the Bow 
Building in the core. They 
weren't sympathetic to me in 
the situation I was in. They told 
me the next time I'm stranded 
then let it be that way — “You 
will have to stay pu enided. they 
said. 


AndiewiL. 


Munich Germany to host The 
International Network of Street 
Newspapers Conference in July 2013! 


I am excited to have learned 
about the Conference of 
International Network of Street 
Newspapers conference to be 
held in-Munch, Germany from 
July 29 - August 1, 2013. The 
opportunity to meet people 
from all over the world and 
learn how they manage their 
business with their street news- 
papers will give me a wealth-of 
education to bring home to help 
our paper thrive. 

I will also get the opportu- 
nity to meet people from differ- 
ent cultural and ethnical back- 
grounds of much diversity. As 
well I have always wanted to 
learn how the Europeans, 
specifically the German people 
first came to Canada and start- 
ed interacting with each other 
and especially with the Plains 
Aboriginals - Treaty 7 Area! 

I am genuinely asking the 
public for sponsorship to get to 
Germany, and attend the con- 

| ference. At this time I have yet 





to be contacted from the public 
regarding this, and I am eagerly 
waiting. Donations, in any 
amount, will go towards flights, 
hotels, food and fees so this 
experience can happen and will 
impact my life greatly for the 
rest of it. 

Donations can be made to 
Andria Wolf Leg, and I would 
greatly appreciate any air miles 
or travel miles you can con- 
tribute. I can be contacted 
directly by calling 403-475- 
9758 and please leave a mes- 
sage. A Small amount will 
make the difference of accom- 
plishing this dream. I must 
have everything finalized by 
July 22, 2013. 


Andria Wolf Leg 
PO. Box 52281, RPO. 
Edmonton Trail, T2E 8K9 


Calgary, AB 


Sincerely, 
Andria Wolf Leg 
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A Rory Story 


The Grand Canadian Land 


I have written this story about Geography 
to make learning more fun to the readers I 
realized when trying to upgrade my education 
at the College in Lethbridge, Alberta, that 
some of my peers from Japan enjoyed learn- 
ing new English skills from cartoon charac- 
ters. So I started writing this story way back 
in around 1995 with the intentions to help 
children learn about our countries surrounding 
Oceans, Provinces and Capital cities, 5 Great 
Lakes and a few major bays and The St 
Laurence River. As usual I did my best to 
rhyme through the whole story. Please accept 
my apology for not having any pictures detail- 
ing each province as I speak about these facts 
with the children in my thrown speech story. 
There is always hope that one day there will 
be pictures for this story or even better a car- 
toon will be made telling my version of 
Canada. I believe it’s the very first story ever 
written recognizing our 3rd North West 
Territory and its Capital City. I love my coun- 
try and even joined the Military to be all I 
could be. 


There was always a time in the Kingdom 
when every Gnomette and Gnome would qui- 
etly sit down to learn more wisdom. From 
the Great Gaugnome: who enjoyed address- 
ing all citizens from his throne? As the 
dwarves sat patiently waiting to listen they 
could see their King’s lovely blue eyes glisten. 
Everyone knew his lecture was going to be a 
knowledgeable lesson. 

Loudly and proudly Roar Gnomian said, 
“Today I will inform everybody about our sce- 
nic country. This speech is going to teach 
you little dwarves Canadian Geography. The 
beautiful large rugged terrain some of our 
species live in is named Canada. The capital 
city of this great nation is called Ottawa. 
Someday all dwarves will study this subject in 
school curiously. Every Gnomette and 


It seems each issue of the Calgary 
Herald- and I am sure it’s the same for news- 
papers throughout the province - is peppered 
with articles about the negative impact of the 
provincial budget. This can be seen, for 
example, in pieces relating to the conse- 
quences of cuts to post-secondary education, 
supports and services for people with devel- 
opmental difficulties supported by PDD, 
social assistance, seniors’ services (particu- 
larly to long term care) and the overall health 
care system. 

These articles generally outline the pro- 
grammatic implications of the reductions and 
link it to a specific person or group whose 
quality of life is significantly impacted by 
these changes. I think the journalists doa 
good job of blending the facts and faces of 
specific situations. The stories humanize the 
implications of the government’s policy and 
financial decisions, and show what a budget 
actually looks like in the flesh. And, taken 
together, the articles paint a sad picture of 
the impact of these policy decisions on many 
individuals, families and groups already liv- 
ing on the margins. Let’s face, the budget 
has some major and long-term implications 
for the social fabric of our province so the 
media attention is certainly welcome. 

However, all too often — perhaps due in 
large part to the prevailing ideology and busi- 
ness concerns of editorial boards — the sto- 
ries are usually not taken together, and are 
presented in isolation, outside the larger 
community and political context. Indeed, I 
would argue that the accepted diversity and 
pace of these stories shows that the 
Conservative government has done an excel- 
lent job of dividing attention and opposition 
by ensuring that the “fall out” of the budget 
is reported as a series of discrete sector spe- 
cific issues rather than a reflection of broad- 
er problems rooted in social injustice. Asa 
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Gnome must take learning seriously.” 

“Write down and document the names of 
all provinces, North West Territories, Capital 
Cities, Oceans, Bays, Lakes and River, so 
you can study these places in your own 
home. By the end of my speech, everyone 
will hear forty or more true facts regarding 
geography in our nation. I will do my best to 
give you positive dwarves a thorough expla- 
nation, listen carefully to this important 
information. All this data can be found in 
atlases and map’s about North America. You 
can find this information in bookstores, 
libraries, merchant’s stores or schools. 
Sometimes even on your mom or dad’s book- 
shelves." 

Roar paused, with a smile. The young 
dwarves liked their leader’s charming style. 
To them, he was a gifted king, with vast, 
amounts of knowledge on everything. Roar 
spoke again. “What you will learn today 
brings me much pride and glory. ,These facts 
are true in my story. I have decided to 
explain to our race were the three salt-water 
oceans are that surround our country in the 
West, North and East with fish, whales and 
other mammals’ in great populations. 

First on our West coast is the tremen- 
dous water way called the Pacific Ocean.” 

All the loyal and royal dwarves smiled, which 
is a nice facial emotion. He continued to 
speak effectively and honestly, glancing into 
the eyes of every Gnomette and Gnome seri- 
ously. “Second, the massive waterway north 
surrounding our most northern land is called 
the Arctic Ocean.” The dwarves began to 
enjoy their leader’s lecture, hoping to speak 
with him, making it a conversation. “The 
third enormous waterway along the east 
coast is called the Atlantic Ocean. I know 
traveling can provide anyone inspiration. 
“South of our country called Canada, 
there is another fantastic Nation that will be 


Read about it 


result of this strategy, there seems to be little 
analysis of the collective consequences of 
these ideologically-driven choices. But, as 
we know, when taken together, these cuts 
reflect a brutal attack on the foundations, 
opportunities and future of our province, and 
it will also take a long time to recover. 

We need to keep history in mind, and 
recognize that the Keynesian Welfare State 
that provided more opportunities for authen- 
tic participation and social inclusion took a 
long time to develop. Sure, there were gen- 
dered assumptions about workforce partici- 
pation, and environmental impact was often 
overlooked in terms of pursuing the econom- 
ic growth some felt was required for the 
model to be successful. Certainly these are 
valid and substantial criticisms. But it was 
that selfsame welfare state that provided for 
considerable~gains in public education, 
accessible healthcare, social housing, worker 
safety and social assistance — to name just a 
few of the many advances that can happen 
when government has vision and is not sim- 
ply managing a budget without long-term 
purpose. However, it is a lot easier to dis- 
mantle programs that promote and support 
collective provision and social inclusion (the 
only way to truly ensure individual rights) 
than it is to build and institutionalize them. 
As noted, the bottom line is that it will take a 
long time to recover — unless we respond in a 
collective and integrated fashion. 

And we must also respond in an intelli- 
gent fashion. This current government 
retained power by playing on the risible 
premise that there were only two real parties 
with a chance at winning the election and 
that they were the less “scary” and more 
“sophisticated” of the two choices. However, 
we now know that right wing government is 
scary no matter how sophisticated or urbane 
it professes to be on the political hustings. 


known to every Gnomette and Gnome as the 
United States of America. Today I am con- 
centrating on informing everyone important 
facts about Canada. To receive a diploma in 
geography is no flaw.” 

He pointed to a Gnome looking right at 
his throne. Then asked him,” What is the 
capital city of our country?” The little guy 
did reply, “Ottawa,” nodding his head seri- 
ously. 

The King agreed then asked a Gnomette 
named Lindaette, “What Ocean is on the 
West Coast?” She spoke loud and extremely 
proud, “The Pacific Ocean I shall boast.” 

“That answer was excellent,” noticing 
another little dwarf man raising his hand in 
the other direction. Roar wanted the.right 
answer to his question. So he asked the 
Gnome that seemed short. What waterway is 
located up north? The dwarf said, “It is 
called the Arctic Ocean. The King smiled 
replying, “Now I am about to end this brief 
conversation.” 

Suddenly a Gnomette said quickly, “On 
Canada’s east coast the sea is called the 
Atlantic Ocean. To learn geography right is a 
good feeling a wonderful sensation.” 
Everybody started giggling that turned into ™ 
laughter quite loud. Roar held his index fin- 
ger up to his lips; this motion was body lan- 
guage to silence the crowd. The dwarves 
were working on receiving an education that 
made him proud. 

Then he spoke, “In your nation there are 
three large and high masses of land called 
mountain ranges with scenery wonderfully 
grand. These three ranges on all maps run 
longitude which also means vertical; up and 
down or south to north our two great 
nations. The country we are studying is 
Canada, located on the map in the direction 


Continued on page 12 


When faced with budget deficits caused by 
poor management, low taxes and squandered 
royalties, the government’s knee-jerk reaction 
is to cut programs aimed at assisting the 
most vulnerable of us. Obviously, not the 
best way to respond. That being the case, we 
must present an alternative to right wing 
governance in Alberta that can assure that 
everyone benefits from the collective fruits of 
our province’s prosperity. 

We do have a model for this in Alberta. 

In the mid-1990s I was involved with a group 
called The Common Front, which was devel- 
oped to counter the collective negative impact 
of the Klein-Dinning cuts. The Common 
Front brought together a broad spectrum of 
individuals, groups, associations and com- 
munities, and focused on twelve theme areas 
in the “Defend the Rose Campaign”. It may 
have been cumbersome at times and, obvi- 
ously, there were various agendas at play, 
but it did show the linkages and allowed us 
to respond in a somewhat collective manner. 
It provided a forum for common dissent and 
opportunities for authentic and intentional 
collaboration. I would argue that such an 
organization is required today, as there is 
still a place, and need, for solidarity in 
Alberta. 

The stories in newspapers can provide 
some sensitivity to the specific implications 
of the cuts. We do need this information, as 
it helps bridge the personal and political. But 
we also need to respond to the causes of 
these stories in a collective fashion and 
ensure that the “organized justice” suggested 
by Nye Bevan prevails. We must act and we - 
sorely need a new Common Front to respond 
to the shortsighted and patently bad deci- 
sions made by our provincial government. 


Timothy Wild 


Stolen Sisters Awareness Movement -remembering Canada’s 
missing and murdered Aboriginal women and girls 


Continued from page 1 


April-Eve Wiberg: We started the Stolen 
Sisters Awareness movement in May 2007 as 
the community’s response to the epidemic of 
missing and murdered Aboriginal women. I 
can’t speak for all of us, but I think for most 
of us are part of this movement as a way to 
break free from violence we’ve had in our 
lives and empower ourselves as women. 

We're not a registered society. We’re 100 
per cent grassroots. We don’t get funding 
from government or business, because we’re 
not motivated by money; we’re motivated by 
justice. 

It’s not just Aboriginal women that are 
being murdered and exploited. However we 
believe that a large number of perpetrators 
purposely seek out Aboriginal women and 

irls. 

Quite often Aboriginal women and girls are 
portrayed as easy targets. I moved to 
Edmonton from Saskatchewan when I was 16, 
and within the first 24 hours, we were target- 
ed by johns, followed on the street. As a com- 
munity, you just learn to accept that’s just 
how it is. It wasn’t until my late 20s, that I 
realized this isn’t right. 

My sister and I went to 7-eleven, pushing 
my nephew, who was two at the time. It was 
broad daylight on 107 Avenue, and we were 
harassed by a couple of different johns, as we 
walked back to our apartment. I just thought: 
No, this isn’t right. 

I wish that, when we were younger, adults 
would stand up and say, No, this isn’t right. 
You should be able to walk with safety and 
dignity in your own community. Whether 
these perpetrators are part of our community 
or coming from the suburbs to exploit our 
women and girls, it’s got to stop. 

We've met a lot of families with broken 
hearts. Amber Tuccaro’s family, for example. 
Amber went missing from Leduc a few years 
ago. Unfortunately her remains were found 
in Leduc County recently. They have a 
recording of a male voice that the RCMP 
Project Kare [See sidebar.] believes was the 
last person to be with Amber, but they can’t 
say he’s a suspect. 

Amber’s from my First Nation. Her family 
is heartbroken. They know there’s somebody 
out there that took their daughter’s life. But 
they don’t even know how she died. The 
Coroner’s report doesn’t show any signs that 
she was shot or stabbed. But not knowing; 
all the different answers; the family thinks 
about it every day. There’s hundreds of fami- 
lies like Amber’s that need justice. 

The difference with Amber’s case was that 
there was a lot of pressure put on Project 
Kare and the Leduc detachment. It’s the 
RCMP’s job to go after perpetrators and to 
solve these cases, but the fact is families 
have to hound them. 

Unfortunately, they still don’t know who 
that male voice is on the tape. We just have 
to have faith that somebody will recognize it. 

Project Kare says that, in Alberta, there’s 
over 90 cases of unidentified human 
remains. So there’s a lot of families searching 
for answers and there’s dangers out there 
that people need to be aware of. 

I’ve been asked why this is important to 
the non-Aboriginal community. We’re all part 
of the same community. We're all 
Edmontonians. We're all Albertans. These 
perpetrators might not live in our communi- 
ties, but they live in yours. We’ve got to 
demand justice for these families and for the 
victims. Otherwise, it’s just going to contin- 
ue. 
Amanda Gould: A lot of the missing and 
murdered women were self-reported. But not 
everybody came forward. If they had some- 
body that was missing, they wouldn’t have 
known to report them. So information on 
numbers is limited. 

When you reported somebody missing 
before, there were no check-boxes for ethnici- 
ty. So the police can’t give you an actual 
amount of Aboriginal and murdered or miss- 
ing. Or of any race, for that matter; which is 
odd, because you would think that would 


help identify a person. So police can’t give an 
accurate number. 

I think there are so many missing and 
murdered women because of residential 
schools. The last residential school closed in 
1996. The children were really devalued: sex- 
ually abused, physically abused in a situa- 
tion where that was normal. So when they go 
back to the community, they’re put into rela- 
tionships where violence is normal, where 
being assaulted is normal, being sexually 
assaulted is normal. There’s no physical use 
for the body, so they sell it. A lot of people 
sold their bodies afterwards, and it gets 
passed down, generation after generation. 

Teaching our children self-respect, learn- 
ing what self-respect is, comes first. I didn’t 


I wish that, when we 
were younger, adults 
would stand up 
and say, “No, 


this isn’t right”. 


have self-respect for a long time. Now I know 
that teaching our children self-respect, treat- 
ing others with respect, and calling people 
out on it is key. When we walk down the 
street, we don’t want to be harassed. None of 
us deserves that. 

It’s so important that we have a safe 
place for our children. My daughter is 12, 
and I don’t want her going anywhere near 
downtown, or the north end, or anywhere 
outside my block, because I know what hap- 
pens in these other communities. I see chil- 
dren walking around in these neighbour- 
hoods, and I am so scared for them. 


RCMP Project Kare 


Project care began in 2002 asa 
special project to look into cases of 
“unsolved homicides...involving high 
risk persons” in the Edmonton area. ( 
http: / /www.kare.ca/ ) It has since 
become a permanent unit based in 


Edmonton and covering the whole 
province. 

The home page includes a link to 
a recording of the unknown male 
voice mentioned by April-Eve Wiberg 
as of special interest to investigators. 





Stolen Sisters 
Awareness Walk 2013 


On the first weekend of October 
each year, SSAM holds a memorial 
walk in conjunction with the nation- 
als Sisters in Spirit vigils organized 
by the Native Women’s Association of 
Canada. Follow the SSAM on 
Facebook and read the next issue of 
ASN for details. 
















Nobody speaks out. We live in a silent 
city. I’ve seen people get hit, right in down- 
town Edmonton. Big, huge businessmen just 
stare at this woman getting hit, right in front 
of them, and they don’t do anything to pro- 
tect her. That’s telling that guy it’s OK. We 
don’t care about her. She’s nothing. She’s 
worthless. 

That needs to change. We have to speak 
up. I know if I try to chase down some guy, 
that’s not really safe; but it’s showing that I 
care. At least if I yell, or do something, it 
shows I care. If we all do that, as women, 
and show up these men that don’t want to 
help, it’s saying that we deserve more than 
these men, because these men aren’t good 
enough. We need to really step up our expec- 
tations from the people that we call our 
neighbours. We might know them on an indi- 
vidual basis, but outside of that, will they 
help? 

We have to bring back the community in 
Edmonton. We used to have a very strong 
community. And I’ve realized, over the last 
few years, through the boom and stuff, that a 
lot of the community aspects have been dis- 
appearing. I think if we could get that back 
and really build on that, it would be really 
great. 


-SSAM presentation transcribed, con- 
densed and edited by Allan Sheppard 


PETER GOLDRING 
Member of Parliament 
Edmonton East 


JUST THE TRUTH 


Much has been written, wrongly exaggerating details and 
severity of possible outcome of my recent regrettable legal 
interaction. The circumstances of being the subject of roko 
-caling earlier in the day, to the very unusual discussions 
in the evening, to the targeted event were very suspicious. 
i therefore was on high alert to stand up for my rights. 


Our society grants police officers special powers, and 
with that comes the responsibility to ensure that the pro- 
cess is conducted properly. The court record is very clear. 
The trial was not about impairment. No witnesses claimed 
to observe symetoms of impairment. The truth is that | 


challenged the demand to test immediately because | had 
just consumed one drink, | was proven right. 

There has been a cost to my standing on principle, both 
personal and political. The whole process, lasting over 18 
rnorans has been extremely unpleasant. 


The easy way out woudd have been to allow the police to 
not follow proper procedure. But someone has to stand up 
for the rights of individual Canadians, not just for my rights 
but for your rights too - and if a Member of Pariament wil 
not, then who will? | absolutely wil not run from a fight 
when I have “just the truth” on my side. 

Additionally, it is very disturbing how easily simele hand 
written recollections of police evidence regarding tmes 
and events can be manipuated. Most modern police forc- 
@s are equeped with readily available audio-visual record- 
ing devices. Their evidential testimony quality benefits 
greatly ‘st far less cost than the expensive fleet of Sea- 
ways that the Edmonton police force chose to purchase 
instead. Perhaps it is time that the Edmonton Police Ser- 
viees upgrade their technology to better protect koth po- 
fice and individual rights, while saving vast amounts of 
court time. 

What do you think? 


780-495-3261 www.petergoldring.ca 
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Rob's Corner 


(Not an easy thing - can happen to 
anyone.) 


Many people in this city I bet are not 
even aware of the homeless situation and 
probably growing in numbers. I bet many 
people in this city of Calgary aren't even 
aware of the existence of Food Banks, by the 
way it's probably one of the most well used 
banks in the city if not in the country of 
Canada. I know personally these fellows who 
have addiction problems - Paul and Shawn. 
They are good people - basically who have 
fallen through the cracks, but are true sur- 
vivors. 


Nearing a Year 

Nearing a year since Lorna my common- 
law passed. Doesn't seem to get much easier 
after 11 months. Find it difficult living on my 
own after 35 plus years. Never wanted to be 
single again. My hope was that we'd go at the 
same time., I believe that was her hope as 
well. She didn't want to live without me. We 





were like a dream. Thought about getting a 
companion, but that wish/dream has been 
pretty well dashed! I have good friends out 
there but most are less than half my age. It 
seems kind of hard to connect with them. 
They don't seem to have the time to spend 
with me. 


No Where to Go or.(where will I be) 


As the cost of living rises there will be an 
even bigger wait on affordable housing. 
Because of my common-laws medical (men- 
tal) condition they let us keep a two bed- 
room. Now that she's gone (passed away) 
they (Calgary Housing) have since March 
2013 put me on a waiting list for a transfer. 
Don't know where I'll land up? I havea bicy- 
cle and depend on it for my transportation. 
Also I have been pretty central near the 
downtown core and over in West Hillhurst 
close to where I sell my papers, Alberta 
Street News. I've been selling papers in the 
Kensington area in-front of the Plaza Theater 
since Aug. 1995, selling various street 
papers. Started in 1994, gave up the down- 
town core back in Aug 1998, so I don't know 
where I'll land up eventually. May have to 
give up my spot in the Kensington area. 


Just So You Know 

Just so you know a lot of other people 
from a lot of other places think or feel that 
everyone is doing so great here in Alberta. So 
if that were true how come there is such a 
big demand on food banks from young and 
old alike? If so how come there is such a long 
waiting list for affordable housing. If 
Albertans are all doing so well why do so 
many university students struggle with such 
high debt. If Alberta's so well off how come 
you see shelters packed to the roof tops. 


The Plaza goes High Teck 
I've been selling various street papers in 
front of the Plaza Theater since August of 
1995. Not much has changed there over the 
years; the staff perhaps. I've had the good 


fortune to meet a lot of great people over the 
years at the Plaza. Until recently no big 


changes at the theater except as of March 


10th & 11th. 2013, the plaza went digital, 
also a new screen and sound system were 
added. Glad they kept the 35 mil projector. 
Prices at the Plaza are quite reasonable. 
Come and check it out. 


Rob's Last Say for the Day 

It's not easy: 

It's not easy making/keeping friends in 
this day and age, especially when most of the 
people I know are much younger, some a 
quarter of my age. Besides all that, they 
mostly have their close knit friends. Rarely 
do I see them outside their work. I'm refer- 
ring to Kensington. Basically I may have two 
or three persons I'm friends with who are 
close to my age. I'm not really interested in a 
seniors’ group because I'm not there yet - 


_ just over two years to go. Still I'm very much 


young at heart. 
Robert Champion 


READY 


By Ryan Robertson 
I wake early 
toa 
beautiful sunrise....... 
The skies are clear. 
_ There has been 
a lot 
of rain lately 
and it has 
been necessary 
to give nature 
a boost 
and kick-start 
another summet........ 
But now 
the sun shines 
and I 
Feel happy......... 
Bring on today 
I am ready 


Former volunteer who helped tomake that big difference continued 


Continued from page 6 


involved in the intense drama and decided to 
phone the CBC radio media, explaining the 
scene of this human protest as it intensified 
by the minute. Another eye witness to the 
defiant protest called a local newspaper to 
follow up on this situation that seemed like it 
was ready to boil over at any time. 

While this was all going on, Isabel 
explained to the frustrated motorists that a 
pre-schooler had recently been struck down 
at the crosswalk by a careless motorist, while 
trying to cross the intersection and that she 
had spoken to city officials about having 
them push for the establishment of a traffic 
light for that dangerous crosswalk. Soon a 
CBC radio reporter along with a local paper 
arrived at the human drama occupying that 
crosswalk and later ran a story on Isabel's 
fight and determination to have a traffic light 
installed at that crosswalk. Edmonton's City 
Council was finally pressured into approving 
the right of way for the installation of a traf- 
fic light, allowing future pedestrians the 
safety of crossing without fear of oncoming 
traffic. 

That incident will always stand out as 
one of the most influential moments in. 
Boyd’s life, as she reflects on how she was 
inspired by a household motto that describes 
that important day at the crosswalk. Boyd 
said, "I am very proud of this accomplish- 
ment, because it saved lives. It shouldn't 
hurt to be a child! That was the motto that 
the United Nations had put forward. I think 
in that year, or the year before and that was 
my motto for the rest of my years, for the 
children." 


Isabel feels content about her times as a 
volunteer and realizes that God's gift in giv- 
ing has been a fulfilling experience. Boyd 
said, "It makes me feel that I'm accomplish- 
ing what I was put here for." 

Some of the credit for Isabel's motivation 
in helping to make that difference as a volun- 
teer must be given to the love of her life, her 
husband Richard, a retired electrician for 30 
years, whom she first met on a blind date. 
just before tying the knot. She'll always hon- 
our him for believing in her and her long 
held dreams. 

Boyd said, "Richard always believed in 


oe 








me. He taught me to believe in myself." 

It's been a challenge raising four chil- 
dren and satisfying in watching them achieve 
their goals. She has two children from her 
first marriage and two children from her sec- 
ond marriage. Her biggest accomplishment in ~ 
giving back what she couldn't have in life 
from a mother that she never had, is the 
heart she has for others when they need her 
and this reporter has learned that this spe- 
cial woman could be anybody's mother on 
any given day, good or even bad! 


John Zapantis 
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Harvey’s story — Life with James and Jim 





Jim said James had reached the point of 
being senile, but to me after all these years, I 
believe it was just plain boredom. Sad but 
true I think back on it and this is how I met 
James making a home made sidewalk. It 
turned out better than any city built sidewalk 
I’ve ever seen. 

I stayed on for a while longer until the 
day came when Jim sat me down saying to 
me that he was selling the house and 
planned on moving back east, however I do 
not recall where. 

I spent enough time in Prince George that 
when I got to be 16, considered an adult at 
that time and for me that meant I no longer 
had to look over my shoulder or be on the 
run ever again. What a relief! I asked myself, 
what could go wrong? 

Let me explain — I knew a little about tak- 
ing responsibility as far as alcohol was con- 
cerned. I was too young to know when 
enough was enough. I thought this is what 
everyone did only I didn’t know that to drink 
one did not have to get drunk every time one 
drank. . 

I suppose, and this is true at least for 
me, when I drank I smoked cigarettes like 
they were going out of style. While I am on 
this subject I would like to let all who read 
this paper know that I no longer drink and I 
no longer smoke cigarettes. These were my 
biggest battles in my life. 1 am happy to 
share this news with everyone in this issue. 

I go back to a time when I was in 
Westfield. They had what they called units 
and they had what they called cottages. Now 
when I first went to Westfield they put me in 
cottage #1. Well I just could not get settled in 
especially when it came to weekends. My 
friends would get visits from their families 
but not me. They only way I could describe it 
is that when my friends got a lot of goodies 
to go with their visits, I and the rest who did- 
n’t get a visit sure felt left out. But now that I 
really think back on it, us guys who never 
got a visit didn’t have to hurt when it was 
over for another week or two before we saw 
our loved ones again. 

I don’t know for sure if the old detention 
centre is still up and running, but it seems 
every time I was in there they, the staff, 
would give us a choice. We could work at a 
free of charge paint by number set or build a 
car, trunk, van or boat from a model kit. 
When we would choose to we could watch 
TV. At times we would get outside exercise 
but not before a count out and when we 
came in there would be a count-in and I was 
to find out really fast that the count in did 
not always add up to the count out. Me? I 
always to this day wonder who had to 
_ answer to whom and what the outcome was 
in the end. 

It was 1974 and I was in Whitehorse, 
_ Yukon. I got a job doing dishes and when 
_ things got really busy I learned how to wait 
on tables. As time went on, well, one day I 
went to my boss at the time. I says to him, “I 


hired on as a dishwasher. When you get real 
busy you grab me to wait on tables.” I told 
him that after I finish waiting on tables its 
back to the dishes and I was expected to 
have all the dishes ready for my morning 
shift, so I would end up working until 3 a.m. 
and yet I had to report back to work at 6 
a.m. Well, I looked him straight in the eye 
and told him I was not a robot. 

He looked at me. He told me I was fired. 
But a couple of the other workers took me 
aside and told me to show up for work 
because all my fellow workers had a plan. I 
do show up and the big boss is in. My co- 


I would end up working 
until 3 a.m. and yet I had 
to report back to work at 6 
a.m. Well, I looked him 
straight in the eye and told 


him I was not a robot. 


workers have already put the closed sign on 
the door of the restaurant and we all meet in 
the main office. I didn’t know it at the time 
but it’s what they called the red carpet treat- 
ment for my now former boss — the Big Boss 
asked me, “Mr. Laderoute, which do you pre- 
fer — dishes or waiting tables?” Right away I 
said, “Dishes.” He said fine and all I did was 
dishes thereafter. It was one of the best jobs 
I ever had at the time. 






Support Alberta Street News 


I was to learn about getting used to the 
cold in Whitehorse. It got so cold I could only 
walk a block or less at any time. I didn’t get 
to know too many people up in Whitehorse, 
plus it was too cold for sure for this guy. | 
put it in my mind to save up and come back 
to a warmer climate and at the time the only 
place I could think of was Prince George. It 
was then that I was amazed at how climate 
change could be, because when the plane I 
was on touched down in Prince George, B.C. 
I was dressed for minus sixty. In Prince 
George it was only minus fifteen so when I 
was walking around with only a shirt on and 
my sleeved rolled up. I must have got people 
thinking. Yes, it sure felt good to be back on 
familiar ground. I am glad that I kept in 
touch with Fred and Viola because they are 
the first two people I got in contact with. 
They were happy to hear from me. Well, by 
this time they had a bigger house along with 
a daughter, then 14 months old. 


To be continued 
By Harvey Laderoute 


Karen Leibovici 


Councillor, Ward 1 


2nd Floor, 

1 Sir Winston Churchill Sq., 
Edmonton, AB T5J 2R7 

Phone: 496-8120 Fax: 496-8113 
Email: karen.leibovici@edmonton.ca 





You can help in the following ways: 
[_]| want to subscribe to Alberta Street News. Please 
find enclosed my payment of $30 for a one year 


subscription. 


[_]!| want to make a donation towards publication 
costs. Please find enclosed my donation of $ 
([1! want to help to send someone to represent 
ASN at the Intemational Network of Street Papers 
conference in July. | want to donate $ : 
[-J 1 want to donate Air Miles points towards air fare to 
the conference in Munich in July. 

For more information about ASN, Call Managing 

Editor Linda Dumont at 780-428-0805 
Please pay by money order or cheque. Make 
payments out to Edmonton Street News Society 
9533-106A Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta T5H 089 
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A Rory Story 


continued from page 8 


Ge 
of north. This exciting country 
located south. Is called the 
United States of America it also 
has grand and beautiful land. 
Together they will be known to 
every Gnomette and Gnome as 
the North American Continent. 
To study both countries geogra- 
phy is time well spent.” 

The fourth fact is Canada’s 
highest rock formations and 
Mother Nature God’s creations. 
These ranges are in longitude 
formation, located along the west 
coast. They are named the 
Rocky Mountains,” the King did 
boast. 

“Fifth, in central Canada, 
just miles east of the Canadian 
Capital City called Ottawa are 
the very scenic Laurentian 





long term solutions 


Giving money to panhandlers may support drug and alcohol addictions. 
There are many services and supports available in Edmonton. 


Phone 211 for a list of agencies that accept donations on behalf of people in need. . 


Tips for Responding to Panhandlers: 
* Lookat the person, be polite and say, 
“Sorry, | don't give change” 
* Ifyou know a panhandler by name, offer to 
buy them a snack or meal. 
* Donate money to social service agencies 
that provide food, shelter and supports for 


people in need. 


www.edmonton.ca/givesmart 
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Havea oD Give Smart 


Have a Heart Give Smart is a ten week public education campaign to: 
» Educate community about alternatives to giving to panhandlers 
> Profile agencies that provide services to individuals in need 
* Create community conversations to promote deeper understanding of root causes and 


mountain ranges. They are 
located from north to south, 
with remarkable scenery of 
nature that can be seen from all 
high places. 

Now the sixth fact about our 
Nation you should know,” as he 
watched their beautiful smiles 
glow, “is the mountain range’s 
the great Americans call the 
Appalachians. In Canada we 
call them the Long Range — 
Mountains. These, of course 
also are vertical on all maps 
from south to north, along the 
east coast,” the King proudly did 
boast. 

A Mexican Gnome jumped 
up and said, “Hey big bro, every- 
body should also know that the — 
third excellent country in our 
North American Continent is 
called Mexico.” 

“T know, I know,” said the 
Great Gaunome, and then he 
spoke again to every Gnomette 
and Gnome. Now you will learn 
about all ten provinces and 
three North West Territories.” As 
he paused, the king heard col- 
leagues’ whispering; don’t you 
just admire our leader’s educa- 
tional stories?” To Be Continued 

by Rory Gaudon 

Published in Calgary Street 
Talk Newspaper Mar to Nov 
2000 


INDIAN Laces 4G. 





* Buy Alberta Street News from a vendor. 

+ Volunteer your time with social service 
agencies. 

* Become more knowledgeable about 
panhandling and homelessness by visiting 
local service agencies. 


ONLY MINUTES FROM WEST EDMONTON MALL 
18 Holes of championship golf for all levels 


Capture the Spirit of Golf 


Tee times 


780-470-4653 (golf) 


- Weekday Special 


2 players and a power cart 
for $99 Monday to Thursday | 
excluding holidays 


-Seniors Weekday Special 
wicart is $65 

Monday to Thursday 
excluding holidays 












